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doesn’t keep rising?
The President. The question is on AIDS

cases being so epidemic. Absolutely. We
asked for $4.9 billion. We’ve been spending
at the rate of about $4.3 billion on AIDS.
That’s about 10 times as much as on, say,
cancer, per case. We have got to educate
the American people, and I’m trying to do
that. We’ve got to demonstrate compassion.
We have got to go against behavior that
causes AIDS. Education: AIDS is one dis-
ease that can’t be totally controlled by be-
havior but some of it can, dirty needles,
for example. So we’ve got to win that drug
fight. We have got the biggest and best re-
search, by far, program of any country in
the world.

I had a couple of the top specialists in
here the other day, Dr. Fauci at NIH. They
are encouraged in what that research will
bring. Some of you are—well, none of you
were alive when they discovered the Salk
vaccine for polio, but that’s the line they’re
approaching it, our great research labs. I
am somewhat optimistic about achieving a
major breakthrough in that.

But in the meantime, we’ve got to speak

with compassion. We’ve go to demonstrate
the concern that we all feel in our hearts
about this. We’ve got to be sure that we
do the utmost we can in research. And then
we’ve got to all speak out in terms of the
behaviors that cause AIDS in some cases,
not all, but in some cases. I plan to continue
to do that.

But it’s a national problem. It’s one where
we really—it’s heartbreak hill. It’s just ev-
erybody in one way or another has a friend
that’s touched with this. We just simply
have to win this fight, and I’m optimistic
we will.

Listen, I gather they’re telling me we’re
out of here. But we only got about 4 per-
cent of the questions, I think. But thank
you very, very much. And I wish we didn’t
have to go. Thank you all. And good luck
to all of you. We’re very, very proud of you.

Note: The President spoke at 9:32 a.m. in
the Rose Garden at the White House. Dur-
ing the question-and-answer session, Steve
Kennedy, Mississippi representative and sec-
retary of the senate for Boys Nation, pre-
sented a polo shirt to the President.

Statement on the Resignation of Václav Havel as President of
Czechoslovakia
July 20, 1992

Today President Václav Havel resigned
from his post as the President of the Czech
and Slovak Federal Republic. President
Havel is one of the outstanding statesmen
of our time, and we regret his departure.
President Havel’s courage has come to sym-
bolize the determination of all the peoples
of Eastern Europe to reject communism
and to accept the challenges of the transi-
tion to democracy and a free market econ-
omy. He energized, as he once wrote, ‘‘the
power of the powerless.’’ President Havel

has made a historic and heroic contribution
to the cause of freedom. We are confident
he will continue to do so whatever the fu-
ture may bring.

The future of the Czech and Slovak Fed-
eral Republic is up to its people. We will
respect their decision and are confident it
will be peaceful, cooperative, and demo-
cratic. We look forward to sustaining our
traditionally close relations with its people.
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